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Sports, Media and Society 
Instructor: Robert (Robby) D. Byrd Jr. 
Mobile phone: (601) 620-9931 
Email: robert.d.byrd@eagles.usm.edu   
Office hours: One hour before class or by appointment 
 
Course description 
This course will examine the role of sports and media in the shaping of 
culture and society. We will analyze media regarding issues of race, 
gender, sexuality, business, and power in a variety of media context (i.e. 
newspaper, magazine, television, film, blogs, and social networking sites). 
 
Course goals 
Students will: 

• Have a deeper understanding of the relationship between sports 
and media 

• Understand the history of sports journalism/media and how it has 
evolved over the years 

• Understand sports influence on society in the way of issues such as 
race, gender, sexuality, and class 

• Learn to examine sports media’s representations and coverage of 
issues such as race, gender, sexuality, and class 

• Demonstrate their critical thinking skills via written and oral 
assignments in which they examine the sports, media and society 
 

What the course is not 
We will examine sports and media critically in this course. This is not a time 
to talk about the week’s biggest game or match. This is not a time to 
share stories and trivia about your favorite team, or talk about the latest 
news from the sports world. This course will require that you be more than 
just a sports fan. 
  
Instructor bio 
I am a former journalist, who spent more than seven years covering local 
sports and news for various community newspapers in Mississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia. Since continuing my education in graduate 
school, much of my research has focused on LGBTQ representations in the 
media. I have a special interest in sports media as at outlet for normalizing 
queer sexuality through cultural changes in masculinity, which inevitably 
excludes those who fall outside prescribed masculine norms. 
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Required texts 
There are two required text for this course, but you will also be required to 
read supplemental readings that will be made available on the course 
website. The supplemental readings are listed on the class schedule. 
 
Coakley, J. (2009) Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies, 10th Edition, 
Boston: McGraw-Hill. (SIS from here on out) 
 
Raney, A. & Bryant, J. (ed.) (2009) Handbook of Sports and Media, 
Taylor&Francis. (HSM from here on out) 
 
Class format/Assignments 
This course consists of class discussions, lectures, and research involving 
issues in sports, media and society. For class discussions to be effective, 
you will be expected to complete reading assignments before each class. 
Reading assignments are listed in the course schedule for each week.   
 
Participation: In class assignments will be given to insure reading 
assignments are completed. These assignments will be evaluated and 
counted toward your overall course grade. Students’ participation grades 
will be assigned based on the quality of class discussions. It is important for 
each student to contribute to the discussion—remember quality is 
preferred over quantity. Participation is worth 100 points of the final grade. 
 
Weekly blogs: In addition to class discussions, students will be asked to 
post a weekly blog response to the readings. The posts will be made to 
the class blog after the class discussion, which will be due every Friday by 
5 p.m. Students are also expected to comment on each others’ blog 
posts, which will hopefully continue the discussion began in class. The 
weekly blogs are worth 150 points toward your final grade. 
 
Mini-Critiques (2): You will also write two short mini-critique papers and 
one full-length research paper during the course. The two mini-critiques 
are worth 50 points each and the research paper is worth 100 points 
toward your final grade. For the two mini-critiques, you will evaluate 
media examples of the topics we discuss in class—class, gender, sexuality, 
race, economics, or power. By the time you write the first of these 
evaluations, we will have evaluated other examples during class 
discussions. Those same criteria will be used in your individual papers. Each 
mini-critique must be 3-5 typed, double-spaced pages in 12-point Times 
New Roman. Your name and the paper’s title must be in the upper right 
hand of the header. All pages must be stapled, before you come to class, 
when the assignment is turned in. 
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Research project: The final project for this course will be an 6-8 typed, 
doubled-spaced page research paper on a topic you will formally 
propose to the instructor. The paper must address one or more of the 
issues we discussed during the semester. This paper will combine research 
and critical analysis of an issue in sports, media and society. One of the 
early mini-critiques can be expanded to complete this assignment; 
however, the two papers must be significantly different with the research 
paper relying heavily on previous academic study. Each student will meet 
with the instructor near the end of the semester to review individual 
progress on the research project. This paper will have a minimum of six 
academic sources. The final paper is worth 150 points and the proposal 25 
points toward your final grade. More details about the paper will be given 
closer to the proposal deadline. 
 
Exams (2): Two exams will be given during the course. Each will rely on 
multiple types of questions, but all questions will focus on application of 
the concepts covered in the class to the point of the exam. Exams are 
worth 50 points each, and will be discussed further at the appropriate 
time during the semester. 
 
Grading 
Assignment Points 
Exams (2) 100 
Weekly blogs (14) 150 
Mini-critiques (2) 100 
Research proposal 25 
Research project 150 
Participation 100 
Total 625 
 
Attendance 
This class will rely heavily on in-class discussions and lectures. It is important 
for you to be present each week. Each absence (no matter the reason) 
will result in a five-point deduction from your participation grade. It is also 
important that you are in class and ready to begin at the proper time. For 
that reason, tardiness will also affect your participation grade. Two tardies 
will equal an absences and a five-point deduction in participation. 
 
Cell phones & civility 
Please turn off your cell phones before you come in to class. I will also ask 
that you not use your laptops or recording devices during class. These 
devices can be distracting to you and others.  
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We will be talking about many controversial topics this semester. Some of 
you will feel very strongly about many of these topics. However, it is 
important for you to be respectful of the opinions and thoughts of others. 
Remember this is an academic setting. You’re here to be challenged and 
to learn—sometimes that means listening to thoughts and opinions that 
conflict with your own. 
 
Academic honesty 
The following is from the USM Undergraduate Bulletin: “When cheating is 
discovered, the faculty member may give the student an F on the work 
involved or in the course. If further disciplinary action is deemed 
appropriate, the student should be reported to the dean of students.  In 
addition to being a violation of academic honesty, cheating violates the 
code of student conduct and may be grounds for probation, suspension, 
and/or expulsion.  Students on disciplinary suspension may not enroll in 
any courses offered by The University of Southern Mississippi.” 
 
ADA statement 
If a student has a disability that qualifies under the American with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should 
contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information 
on appropriate policies and procedures.  Disabilities covered by ADA may 
include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health 
disorders.  Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a 
medical condition/disability qualifies.   
Address: 
 The University of Southern Mississippi 
  Office for Disability Accommodations 
 118 College Drive # 8586 
 Hattiesburg, MS    39406-0001 
 Voice Telephone:   (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232    

Fax:  (601) 266-6035 
Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the 
Mississippi Relay Service at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at 
Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu. 
 
Revisions to syllabus 
This syllabus is a living document. That means it may change as the 
semester progresses. I will give students ample notice of changes via in-
class an online announcements. It is important that you stay “plugged in” 
to the class. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
(subject to change) 
 
Week 1: Beginnings  
Sports and Society—warm-up discussion  
Introduction to the course & review syllabus 
Text readings: 
SIS: Chapters 1 & 12 
Weekly Blog 
 
Week 2: History of Sports and Media 
Text readings: 
SIS: Chapter 3 
HSM: Chapters 2 and 4 
Supplemental reading:  
Robert W. McChesney, “Media Made Sport: A History of Sports Coverage 
in the United States.” 
Weekly Blog 
 
Week 3: Cultural studies and Sports Media Research 
Text readings: 
SIS: Chapter 2 
HSM: Chapter 3 
Supplemental reading:  
Sut Jhally, “Cultural Studies and the Sports/Media Complex.” 
Weekly Blog 
 
Week 4: The business of sport and sports media 
Due: Mini-critique No. 1 
Text readings: 
SIS: Chapter 11 
HSM: Chapter 17 
Weekly Blog 
 
Week 5: Exam week 
Exam No. 1 
 
Week 6: Athlete as commodity 
Text readings: 
HSM: Chapter 18 
Supplemental readings: 
Sanderson, J. (2010). “The nation stands behind you”: Mobilizing social 
support on 38pitches.com. Communication Quarterly , 58 (2), 188-206. 
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Walsh, J., & McAllister-Spooner, S. M. (2011). Analysis of the image repair 
discourse in the Michael Phelps controversy. Public Relations 
Review, 37(2), 157-162. 
Weekly Blog 
 
Week 7: Sports, Media and Race 
Due: Research proposal 
Text readings: 
SIS: Chapter 9 
HSM: Chapter 27 
Supplemental readings: 

• Oates, T. P. (2007). The erotic gaze in the NFL draft. Communication 
and Critical/Cultural Studies, 4 (1), 74-90. 

• Mastro, D. E., Blecha, E., & Atwell Seate, A. (2011). Characterizations 
of Criminal Athletes: A Systematic Examination of Sports News 
Depictions of Race and Crime. Journal Of Broadcasting & 
Electronic Media, 55(4), 526-542.  

• Peterson, J. A. (2012). "They Deserve a Stinging Defeat": How 
Mississippi Newspapers' Coverage of the 1955 Junior Rose Bowl 
Protected the Closed Society. American Journalism, 29(2), 93-123. 

Weekly Blog 
 
Week 8: Sports, Media and Women 
Text readings: 
SIS: Chapter 8 
HSM: Chapter 29 
Supplemental readings: 

• Gunther, A., Kautz, D., & Roth, A. (2011). The Credibility of Female 
Sports Broadcasters: The Perception of Gender in a Male-
Dominated Profession. Human Communication, 14(2), 71-84. 

• Pickett, M., Dawkins, M. P., & Braddock, J. (2012). Race and Gender 
Equity in Sports: Have White and African American Females 
Benefited Equally From Title IX?. American Behavioral 
Scientist, 56(11), 1581-1603. 

• Cooky, C., Wachs, F. L., Messner, M., & Dworkin, S. L. (2010). It's Not 
About the Game: Don Imus, Race, Class, Gender and Sexuality in 
Contemporary Media. Sociology Of Sport Journal, 27(2), 139-159. 

Weekly Blog 
 
Week 9: Sports, Media and Masculinity 
Due: Mini-Critique No. 2 
Supplemental readings: 
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• Trujillo, N. (1991). Hegemonic masculinity on the mound: Media 
representations of Nolan Ryan and American sports culture. Critical 
Studies in Mass Communication, 8, 290-308. 

• Anderson, E. (2012). “Shifting Masculinities in Aglo-American 
Countries.” Masculinitites and Social Change, 1(1), 40-60. 

• Kian, E. M., Clavio, G., Vincent, J., & Shaw, S. D. (2011). Homophobic 
and Sexist yet Uncontested: Examining Football Fan Postings on 
Internet Message Boards. Journal Of Homosexuality, 58(5), 680-699. 

Weekly Blog 
 
Week 10: Sports, Media and Sexuality 
Supplemental readings: 

• Kian, E. M., & Anderson, E. (2009). John Amaechi: Changing the 
way sport reporters examine gay athletes. Journal of Homosexuality 
, 56, 799-818. 

• Cruising for Olivia: Lesbian Celebrity and the Cultural Politics of 
Coming Out in Sport. (2011). Sociology of Sport Journal, 28(4), 461-
477. 

• Savage, D. (2012, September 10). College football player kicked off 
team after he outs himself during game. 
http://slog.thestranger.com/slog/archives/2012/09/10/college-
football-player-kicked-off-team-after-he-outs-himself-to-team-
during-a-game. 

• Reynolds, J. (2013, Febrary 25). 2013 NFL Combine: Florio says teams 
want to know if Manti Te'o is gay. 
http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/draft/blog/rob-rang/21766746/nfl-
combine-florio-says-teams-want-to-know-if-teo-is-gay. 

• Garcia, M. (2013, July 3). From Glenn Burke to Brittney Griner: The 
State of Pride in Sports. 
http://www.advocate.com/sports/2013/07/03/glenn-burke-brittney-
griner-state-pride-sports 

Weekly Blog 
 
Week 12: Sports, Media and Class 
Text readings: 
SIS: Chapter 10 
Supplemental readings: 

• Rhodes, J. (2011). Fighting for “Respectability”: Media 
Representations of the White, “Working-Class” Male Boxing 
“Hero”.Journal Of Sport & Social Issues, 35(4), 350-376. 

• Linden, A. D. (2012). Looking at Losing: Presentations of the Media's 
Narrative of the Cleveland Browns’ Relocation.International Journal 
Of The History Of Sport, 29(18), 2575-2598. 

Weekly Blog 
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Week 13: Sports, Media and Fans 
Text readings: 
HSM: Chapters 19 & 23 
Supplemental readings: 

• Vande Berg, L.R. & Trujillo, N. “The Rhetoric of Winning and Losing: 
The American Dream and America’s Team.” 

• Phua, J. J. (2010). Sports Fans and Media Use: Influence on Sports 
Fan Identification and Collective Self-Esteem. International Journal 
Of Sport Communication, 3(2), 190-206. 

• Sanderson, J. (2013). From Loving the Hero to Despising the Villain: 
Sports Fans, Facebook, and Social Identity Threats. Mass 
Communication & Society, 16(4), 487-509. 

Weekly Blog 
 
Week 14: Individual meetings 
Each person will meet individually with the instructor to discuss his or her 
research paper. A signup sheet for meeting times will be circulated on the 
class blog site. 
 
Week 16: Final week 
Due: Research paper 
 
 
 


