
MCJ102 Introduction to Media Writing 
Spring 2014 

Instructor: Robby Byrd 
Office: College Hall 208 

Office hours: By appointment 
robert.d.byrd@eagles.usm.edu 

 
This class meets Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 10 a.m. 

in College Hall 203 
              
THE COURSE: MCJ102/Introduction to Media Writing is the basis for almost every other 
class in the School of Mass Communication and Journalism. In this class, you will 
develop your writing skills, which you will use in all of the emphasis areas available in 
the school. You will also develop your knowledge of news writing styles and how 
inclusion is a big part of making sure that you’re reaching your audience – no matter the 
format. The class begins with basic rules for becoming a better writer. By the end of the 
spring semester, you’ll be ready to head out to produce a basic assignment in print, web, 
broadcast, advertising and public relations formats. It’s not easy, but once you learn 
these basics, you should be good to go for almost any other class in the curriculum AND 
for your career as a communicator. The grad assistants and I are here to help you learn 
and keep you headed in the right direction. Put on your thinking caps, keep grammar, 
spelling and punctuation in mind and let’s get started.  
 
REQUIREMENTS/TEXTBOOKS/LEARNING AIDS: 
You may have completed Survey of Mass Communication (MCJ101). If you have 
already completed MCJ103, all the better. If not, you’re going to get a head start on that 
course. 
 
Writing for the Mass Media (James Glen Stovall, 8th edition) 
The Associated Press Stylebook (optional text but strongly recommended) 
When Words Collide, Kessler (optional text but strongly recommended) 
Access to the Internet 
A strong work ethic 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

1. ATTENDANCE: Do we really have to talk about this? You signed up for and paid 
for this class. You need to come to class whenever it is scheduled on time and stay  
through the end of class. Work done in class CANNOT be made up, so missing class 
can cost you points on your final grade. If you are taking this class one night of the week, 
essentially you miss an entire week of class when you skip. Set your alarm and/or your 
work or volunteer hours to accommodate class meetings and get here on time. I have 
been known to lock the door when I start my lecture. And I encourage those who teach 
this class with me to do the same. It’s a respect thing – to you, your classmates and to 
your instructors. Your instructors expect that from you and you should expect that from 
yourself. Attending class each time it meets, being on time and ready to start are HUGE 
assets in any class – and particularly in a class like this one.   
     You are also expected to attend the section of this class to which you are assigned. 
This is for your benefit and will help you keep up with your assignments. 



2. ASSIGNMENTS:  
A. All assignments must be typed and double spaced.  
B. All assignment should be turned in at the beginning of class on the assigned 

due date. Assignments submitted after class begins will be considered late and points 
will be deducted from the final score for that lateness. Assignments will be submitted in 
hard copy and electronically. Pay attention to the format required for submission and get 
it in on time. 

C. Deadlines are a part of this business. Due dates are solid. Do not ask to make 
up an assignment that has been on the calendar for the entire semester. Mark your 
calendar now to avoid surprises. Because everything counts toward your grade, you do 
not want a zero or blank mark in the gradebook.  
3. GRADES: Grades are calculated on a cumulative point basis. Letter grades are 
based on this scale: 

A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 
D = 60-69 

F = Anything 59 or below 
4. TYPES OF ASSIGNMENTS:  

A. We’ll talk about current events each class period. It is up to you to know 
what’s going on in the news, understand what it means and be ready to talk or write 
about it when you come to class each day. 

B. In-class assignments based on lecture material will be done probably every 
class period and must be completed in the time allotted because deadline writing is an 
integral part of the assignment. Point totals vary. 

C. Homework assignments will help you continue to improve your skills. Point 
totals vary. 

D. Tests will make sure you are internalizing and remembering the basics, 
because this class is one of the building blocks for your curriculum in your major. There 
will be a midterm and final exam. See your calendar for dates. 

D. The blog assignment will get you started on that kind of writing, something you 
should continue for the rest of your time in school and beyond as a way to continue to 
improve your skills. There will be blog assignments, but feel free to add to this as you 
find you have something to say. See calendar for specifics.  

E. Twitter assignments – many based on the current events you’ll be collecting 
for class -- will help you get used to using this technology as another communication 
tool. See calendar for specifics. 

F. Sectional major assignments will show your ability to use the material you 
have heard in lecture and practiced in lab sessions in putting together an assignment 
specific to that section’s writing and construction particulars. Point totals vary. See your 
calendar for dates. 
5. GRADING: Grades on each assignment are based on content, organization, 
grammar, spelling and AP style. Everything we do in class counts toward your grade. 
You should strive to do your best on each assignment. 
6. BLACKBOARD: You have a Blackboard available to you in this class. To access, go 
to www.usm.blackboard.com and look for the MCJ 102 section to which you are 
assigned. On the Blackboard, you will find copies of powerpoints used during lectures, 
helpful outside reading material, the list and dates for major section projects and other 
items that will help you with this class. I suggest you check this often during the 
semester as things will be added to the blackboard when appropriate.  
6. OTHER:  



A. I treat students in this class like the adults they should be. You are expected to come 
to class, pay attention, do your work on time and not ask for/expect special treatment. 
Things get tight at the end of the semester if you don’t. Keep that in mind and do what 
you can to plan ahead. Excuses are boring. Don’t waste the instructor’s time explaining 
why you couldn’t do something. Just do it. 
B. Turn off your cellphone when you enter this class. That’s OFF. Even the appearance 
of using any function on your phone during class is prohibited. Those who persist in 
using cellphones during class will have their cellphone taken during class AND be 
docked points on your final grade. 
C. Don’t use this class time to catch up on Facebook, finish other homework or surf the 
Internet. Unless given an assignment, there is no reason for you to be using the 
computers in this classroom or your laptop during class. If you want to take notes on 
your laptop, please send your instructor an email explaining this. DON’T mess this up by 
taking unfair advantage. 
D. There is no food or drink allowed in CH203. 

 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: The following comes from the USM Undergraduate Bulletin: 
“When cheating is discovered, the faculty member may give the student an F on the 
work involved or for the course. If further disciplinary action is deemed appropriate, the 
student should be reported to the dean of students. In addition to being a violation of 
academic honesty, cheating violates the code of student conduct and may be grounds 
for probation, suspension and/or expulsion. Students on disciplinary suspension may not 
enroll in any courses offered by The University of Southern Mississippi.” 
 
ADA STATEMENT: If a student has a disability that qualifies under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/ 
she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for 
information on appropriate policies and procedures. Disabilities covered by ADA may 
include earning, psychiatric, physical disabilities or chronic health disorders. Students 
can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies 
at: Office of Disability Accommodations,118 College Drive #8586, Hattiesburg, MS 
39406-0001; Voice phone: 601-266-5024 or 228-214-3232; Fax: 601-266-6035; 
Individuals with hearing impairment may contact ODA using the Mississippi 
Relay Service at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY). You can also email Suzy Hebert, director at 
Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu 
 
 



MCJ102 Assignments Calendar* 
Spring 2014 

 
Week of   Readings    Topics   
1/15-17  Ch. 1-3    Getting started: 

Words, punctuation, 
structure 

        Why writing well matters 
1/22-24  Grammar overview   The basics 
1/27-1/31  Finishing grammar 
   Leads, leads and more leads 

 Blogs and Twitter   Blogs/Twitter/Newswriting 
2/3-7   Ch. 4-5    Journalistic writing style  
        What is news 
        Leads and writing  
2/10-14  Ch. 7     Print news writing 
2/14   LEADS ASSIGNMENT DUE  
2/17-2/21  Ch. 7     Print news writing 
2/24-2/28  Ch. 8-10    Writing for broadcast  
2/26   PRINT ASSIGNMENT DUE  
3/3-3/7  Ch. 8-10    Writing for b’cast/web 
3/10-3/14  Spring break    Classes do not meet 
3/17-3/21  Finishing b’cast/web     
3/21   BROADCAST ASSIGNMENT DUE 
3/24   WEB ASSIGNMENT DUE 
3/24   Review for midterm exam 
3/26   MIDTERM PART 1  Grammar, leads, 
3/28   MIDTERM PART 2  print, b’cast web 
3/31-4/4  Ch. 12     Public Relations writing 
4/7-4/11  Ch. 12     Public relations writing 
4/14   PR WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE 
4/14-4/16  Ch. 11     Persuasion/advertising  
4/21-25  Ch. 11     Advertising writing 
   Ch. 13     Media Law 
4/28   Ch. 13/6    Media Law/photo 
4/30   ADVERTISING WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE 
   Finishing up 
5/2   FINAL EXAM     PR, Advertising, photo  
        writing, media law 
 
 
*Subject to change to suit needs of the class. 
	  
 
 
 


